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infringements of personal freedom considerably more formidable than the compulsion to wear a uniform. It may suffice to say for the present that if Socialism, does not cover this contingency, then collective production breaks down over the article of clothing. And, of course, to break down in one point is to break down in all. A chain is no stronger than its weakest link.
One of the most remarkable characteristics of Dr. Schaffle's work is the odd way in which he seems to ignore all particulars such as I have just now been calling attention to. After dwelling, as he does in chap, iii of the Quintessence, upon the vital importance of freedom of demand, which he declares to be a first essential of freedom in general, and the very material basis of freedom, he goes on to say that a complete and officially organised system of collective production, could undoubtedly include at least as thorough a daily, weekly, monthly, quarterly, or yearly statistical registration of the free wants of individuals and families, as under the present system these effect each for themselves, by their demand upon the market \ But this is just what I deny, and I think 1 have given good reason for my denial. An instance, such as that of the clothing question, is worth all the <l priori assumptions that any one can make. The Socialist is bound to explain how he is going to organise his collection and registration of statistics in every single department of his State-controlled producing-agency. It will be rioted that Schaiile declares Socialists not to contemplate an immediate conversion of all kinds of business into State departments2. But manifestly, until all capital is transformed into collective ownership, Socialism is incomplete. If the State took over the supply of food, but left clothing to private enterprise, sill the vices now charged against private capitalism would continue to inhere in the clothing trade, until it too had been reduced into collective ownership.
I now paws to another branch of the Socialist scheme; premising that the question, just treated and that upon which I am now about to enter are so inextricably mixed up that I may have to recur now and then to topics which may seem to t
1 Schttflto, p. 43.                             2 Ibid. p. 48.